46 DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

State interference with liberty of contract in
England has on the whole accelerated or promoted
the servile condition of the artisan. In other
matters it has done rather more harm than good
without changing much. The fool has been pro-
tected a little more than he was, but probably not
to the same extent as the knave who knows his
way about the complexities of the modern Statute
Book. The danger of the immediate future, how-
ever, is that if the overwhelming majority of voters
are reduced to a servile condition they will become,
as they have probably already become, singularly
insensible to any inspiration which either the enjoy-
ment or vision of liberty may bring to them.

And the importance of Liberty, apart from the
purely economic view of it, will become even more
obvious in the succeeding chapters.